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RULES GOVERNING THE CONTROL OF RABIES AND OTHER ZOONOSES
http://www.co.mecklenburg.nc.us/Departments/Health+Department/Environmental+Health/Ordinan
ces/Rules+Governing+Rabies+and+Zoonoses.htm

SECTION 9: RABIES CONTROL FF KR 2l
(a) The following quarantine rules apply: @]

(1) An area may be declared under quarantine against rabies by the Health Director
when the disease exists to the extent that the lives of persons are endangered. When
guarantine is declared, each animal in the area for which the quarantine is declared
shall be confined to the premises of the owner or in a veterinary hospital. However,
dogs or cats on a leash and under the control of a responsible adult may be
permitted to leave the premises of the owner or the veterinary hospital. In addition,
the Health Director may make other types of animals subject to the quarantine.
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(2) When guarantine has been declared and animals subject to the quarantine run
uncontrolled in the area, any peace officer, animal warden, or animal control officer
shall have the right, after reasonable efforts have been made to apprehend the
animals, to destroy the uncontrolled animals and properly dispose of their bodies.
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(3) No animal included in the quarantine may be taken or shipped from the
guarantined area during the quarantine period without written permission from the
Health Director.
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(b) A dog, cat, or any other animal bitten by a proven rabid animal or animal
suspected of having rabies that is not available for laboratory diagnosis shall be
destroyed immediately by its owner, a peace officer, animal warden, or animal
control officer, or quarantined for 180 days, unless:
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(1) the dog or cat had been vaccinated against rabies in accordance with this
Ordinance more than three weeks prior to being bitten and is given a booster dose of
rabies vaccine within three days of the bite, or;
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(2) the animal (other than a dog or cat) had been vaccinated against rabies in
accordance with standards recognized as appropriate by the Health Director.
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(c) A person who owns or has possession of an animal which is suspected of having
rabies shall immediately notify the Health Director and the Manager of the Animal
Control Bureau and shall immediately securely confine the animal. Dogs, cats and
ferrets shall be securely confined for a period of no less than ten (10) days. At the
discretion of a licensed veterinarian, other animals shall be destroyed or confined for
a period of time determined by the Health Director to be appropriate for the
particular species of animal.
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(d) No person shall knowingly allow a confined animal to escape. No person shall sell,
give away or otherwise dispose of such an animal before the expiration of the
appropriate confinement and observation period.
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(e) It shall be the duty of every veterinarian to report to the Health Director and the
Manager of the Animal Control Bureau any animal known or suspected by him/her to
be rabid.
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(f) An animal diagnosed as having rabies by a licensed veterinarian shall be destroyed
and its head sent to the State Laboratory of Public Health. The head of any animal
that dies during a required confinement period shall also be immediately sent to t he
State Laboratory of Public Health for rabies diagnosis.
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(g) All dog, cat, or other animal bite wounds of persons shall be investigated by the
Animal Control Bureau and the details of the incident promptly reported to the
Health Director for appropriate medical follow-up.
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(h) When a person has sustained a bite wound by a dog, cat, or other animal, the
person or parent, guardian or person standing in loco parentis of the person bitten,
and the person owning the animal or in control or possession of the animal shall
notify the Animal Control Bureau immediately and give the name and address of the
person bitten and the name and address of the owner of the animal. The owner of
such animal shall be notified within 24 hours, if possible, by telephone or in person
by a representative of the Health Department regarding planned course of action.
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(i) All dogs and cats that bite a person shall be immediately confined for ten (10) days
in a place designated by the Manager of the Animal Control Bureau or the Health
Director. If the owner or the person who controls or possesses the dog or cat that has
bitten a person refuses to confine the animal as required by this section, the
Manager of the Animal Control Bureau or the Health Director may order seizure of
the animal and its confinement for ten (10) days at the expense of the owner. The
disposition of an animal other than a dog or cat that bites a person shall be at the
discretion of the Health Director in consultation with the consulting veterinarian.
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(j) Any animal other than a dog or cat which bites a person and is of a species
capable of transmitting rabies and which is suspected of having rabies shall be
euphemized and its head sent to the State Laboratory of Public Health for rabies
testing.
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(k) It is the responsibility of the animal confinement facility (i.e., animal hospital or
animal shelter) where an animal suspected of rabies exposure died, to send the head
to the State Laboratory of Public Health. In instances where the animal died a t large,
such responsibility rests with the Animal Control Bureau.

LAY R (A FT - IR ARERSET HEe R BT RWEY)
5H 0 A BT o

(I) Any physician, laboratory or hospital authority having knowledge of a case or
suspicion of the possibility of human rabies shall immediately report the facts to the
Health Director. Any physician, medical or hospital authority initiating post-exposure
rabies prophylaxis shall notify the Health Director. A person suspected of being

3/4



MECKLENBURG COUNTY HEALTH ORDINANCE

infected with rabies shall be isolated in accordance with the order of the Health
Director.
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(m) A physician who attends a person bitten by an animal known to be or suspected
of being a potential carrier of rabies shall notify within 24-hours the Health Director
and the Manager of the Animal Control Bureau, the name, birth date, sex, and
address of that person, together with such additional information as will be helpful in
rabies control.
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(n) The Health Director shall develop and promulgate a policy of pre- and
post-exposure rabies prophylaxis of humans. In the absence of this, the latest
recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shall apply.

A B TR B RIERE MR M AR R B RIS R THVIBOR - 41501
A > RUREER B2 B TR o O (COC) R T ek

44



