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This study aimed at analyzing a ten-day observation period of rabies suspected dogs
and cats according to six criteria. Dogs and cats suspected of being rabid were
brought for observation when they had either bitten a person or another animal or
when abnormal behaviour or unusual illness was observed. Between 1985 and 2005,
retrospective and prospective data from 1,222 dogs and 303 cats was collected
during the ten-day observation period. If an animal had died, brain examination
using fluorescent antibody testing was routinely performed. If an animal had
survived for > or =10 days, it was released to its owner or transferred to the
municipal dog shelter. A total of 644 dogs and 58 cats found rabid died within 10 days
of observation. In addition, for 208 dogs confirmed rabid with laboratory tests
between 1997 and 2005, six criteria were analysed from the day of submission. This
experience with the implemented 10-day observation period confirms the WHO
recommendation on identifying suspected rabid dogs or cats under veterinary
supervision following a human exposure.



