Two Feral Cats Found With Rabies In City September 4, 2024

The Chautauqua County Health Department has confirmed that two feral or stray cats in the City
of Jamestown have died from the rabies virus. No other cats have been identified as having rabies and
currently the Health Department has no other open investigations of potentially rabid cats. Chautauqua
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The first cat was found with wounds from an animal fight. A resident took the cat into their home
to try to let it heal. The cat was kept separate from other animals in the home. After nearly 2 weeks, the
cat began acting strangely and eventually died in the home. The residents who interacted with the cat
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The second cat was found in poor health by a resident who frequently feeds feral cats. The cat was
taken into the home and died while in the home. The resident was scratched by the cat and was treated
with rabies post exposure prophylaxis. &5 — 8 52— & s By S RSy @Jffﬂﬁiﬁx
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“These incidents should serve as a reminder to residents to take precautions around feral or stray
animals and that animal rabies is a serious public health concern and continues to be present in
Chautauqua County,” said Jessica Wuerstle, County Director of Environmental Health Services. F4Iz
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Animals, such as feral or stray cats, that are not current on their rabies vaccine are at risk. Only
mammals can transmit the rabies virus, so animals like birds, snakes, and fish do not pose a risk for
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