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s. Rabies-free and provisionally rabies-free
countries or areas

A rabies-free country or area — for the purpose of assisting public
Sp ¢ health authorities in assessing the risk f)f rabies associated with con-
J tact with animals and the need for rabies post-exposure prophylaxis
— is defined as one in which:

Wﬁh{ — no case of indigenously acquired infection by a lyssavirus has been
confirmed in humans or any animal species, including bats, at any
]M‘les time during the previo gEZ yearsjand E—
— an_adequate surveillarlkce > syst is in operation. The system
S ¢ e should include or be able to have easy access to one rabies labora-
tory using WHO-recommended techniques for rabies diagnosis,
IO }g\},’{ \, which tests a minimum number! of samples from suspect’ cases
- belonging to the major susceptible domestic and | wild animal spe-
gé/%' cies present in the country and reports only negative results. Na-
tional public health and veterinary authoritics in collaboration
/ 060 % with relevant international entities should define. the appropriate
/ 61/ _number of samples to be tested from the different susceptible wild
M and domestic species. National authorities should ensure that the
samples are collected homogenously throughout the country and
on dregularbasis during the year. Priority has to be given (o the
examination of animals showing abnormal behaviour, suspected
of being rabid, and those found dead such as road kills. For domes-
tic animals, in particular dogs and cats, the number of samples to
be tested should be between 0.01% and 0.02% of the estimated
population. Serology for wild animals should be considered as an
indicator of the rabies situation; an
__ an effective import policy is implemented, 1.e. measures to prevent
the importation of rabies, especially those proposed in section
10.2, are in place.

Additional measures may also be in place, such as vaccination of dogs
and other pets, and animal population management activities.

A provisionally rabies-free country or area is either:

— historically free of rabies and anadequate rabies surveillance
system and an effective import policy have been put into place to
confirm and ensure maintenance of the rabies-free status; or

__ an area of a rabies-infected country where a successful animal
rabies climination programme is continuing and where an ad-
equate rabies surveillance system and an effective import policy
have been put into place to confirm the rabies-free status.

A provisionally rabies-free area becomes rabies free when it fulfils all
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